Falls in the hospital are one of the most important patient safety issues. Falls can cause various kinds of injury as well as death, especially for fragile patients and elderly persons. Although patient falls are frequent, most of them are preventable. All patients should be carefully evaluated for risk factors for falling, and individualized care is necessary for fall-prone patients. There are numerous environmental issues regarding fall risk. Prevention of falls is not a prominent area of knowledge in many nursing departments. All medical personnel, including physicians and surgeons, need to know the basic facts and strategies regarding the prevention of falls in the hospital and contribute in their role to patient safety. In this review, current strategies for the prevention of falls in the hospital will be summarized.
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